

Adopted 12/12/17


Introduced by Council Members Carter and Crescimbeni and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Brosche, Bowman, Ferraro, Newby, Wilson, Anderson, Becton, Gulliford and R. Gaffney: 



RESOLUTION 2017-825-A
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND COUNTLESS CIVIC CONTRIBUTIONS OF JOHN BENJAMIN “J.B.” COXWELL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, J.B. Coxwell was born in Wing, Alabama, one of eight children in a sharecropper’s family, who quit school in the ninth grade and moved to Clearwater, Florida to begin his working life with an older brother in the construction industry; and


WHEREAS, infatuated from his early childhood with trucks and earth moving equipment, Mr. Coxwell steadily advanced in the construction world and moved to Jacksonville in 1960 to work for Duval Engineering, where he was the first non-college graduate to become a supervisor and then superintendent before starting his own company, River City Grading and Paving, in 1980, which eventually became Coxwell Contracting, one of the premier earth moving companies in the state; and


WHEREAS, in the succeeding decades J.B. Coxwell and his company worked on scores of important projects, including many Better Jacksonville Plan road projects, and the company expanded in recent years into a construction and demolition debris landfill facility and a disaster recovery business, cleaning up mountains of debris following hurricanes, ice storms and tornadoes across the South; and

WHEREAS, aside from his business success, Mr. Coxwell, known for many years as the “King of the Westside”, contributed to scores of worthy causes, large and small, through his personal time and resources and through in-kind contributions of assistance from his company, which he did without any interest in personal recognition or commendation. He was a founder of Seamark Ranch, a Christian home for abused or neglected children, and was a substantial contributor to the University of North Florida, among many other causes; and

WHEREAS, throughout his life and business career, J.B. Coxwell was known as a man of honor and of deep caring for others, and his contributions to the community will be greatly missed; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and countless civic contributions of John Benjamin “J.B.” Coxwell, and extends to his family and friends its most sincere condolences upon the occasion of his passing. Mr. Coxwell’s example of servant leadership will be long and gratefully remembered by all who had the privilege to know him.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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